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Devotional songs in Romagna

Research on folk song in Romagna
4 documented a significant amount
¥ of devotional songs for private use
called orazioni, usually sung in a
language which is a mixture
between local dialects and Italian.
In the second half of the 19th and
in the early 20th century, they were
transcribed by researchers in folk
song, like Giovanni Bagnaresi or
the famous Paolo Toschi, and also
by researchers in musical folklore
like Bendetto Pergoli and
Francesco Balilla Pratella.
However, only research carried out
in the 1970s and 1980s allowed to
produce some sound recordings.
These songs deal with the life of
saints, often narrated un an
unorthodox way, or with the
Nativity and Passion of Jesus
Christ. The seminar deals with the
Moa a/f/za, Vel ’o,o/u s sources for the study of this
particular corpus of devotional
songs and with its performance

Detail of a farm cart painted by Maddalena Venturi (1860-1935) from .
Granaroln Faentinn style. It deals also with the songs,

in Italian, which are sung during the ritual of the Quarantore in Castelguelfo di
Bologna.
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